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London, Berlin, Paris – these three cities were once paragons of  industry, 
modernity, high and low and even in-between culture, and everything else that 
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toward the end of  the 19th century, with growth driven by both foreign (rural 
and urban) as well as domestic rural immigration. Tobias Metzler has woven 

-
ties and the newer immigrants.

The book is divided into three main sections, each of  them focuses on one 
of  these cities. He has created something of  a chronology and narrative for 

-

Despite the (loose) chronological framework, there are a number of  recur-

at how the various representative bodies struggled to control and order the 
-

ulation growth.
To its merit, A Tale of  Three Cities is a somewhat easy-to-read but nonethe-

less academic title which will interest both historians and the uninitiated in 

single-disciplinary monographs paying scant regard to transnational common-

as well as introducing copious amounts of  diverse – literary, scholarly, jour-
nalistic – primary source material to create interesting, and at times refreshing, 

-
cations (in fascinating sections Metzler discusses how communities used guide 
books to spatially and socially map their cities) in each of  the cities brings 

and political institutions were usurping the traditional leadership role of  the 
religious kehillot.

-

problems running through the work. It simply lacks the kind of  consistent 
methodological structure essential to any book with such bold scope. Sec-
ondary source theory is, for the most part, introduced in footnotes and not 
applied to the primary source material at hand where the diffuse material is 
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often deployed to create the narrative and not, in its ordinary function, as a 

of  theoretical prose which is rarely applied to the matter at hand or leaves one 

urban environment. These liminal spaces represent a link between the processes of  

new urban environment, itself  an in-between-place between the hope to return and 
the prospect of  having to move on.” (p. 242)

such as, whether hotels and cafes in early 20th century Berlin and London were 
not also intrinsic to the bohemian and avant-garde (even bourgeois) cultures 

Perhaps more distracting is his propensity to vacuous rhetorical prose. In 
-

liberating promises and the subordination under the regime of  modern ratio-
nality.” (p. 24) Needless to say, there is no discussion of  how a rational modern 

Rather than engaging with his theoretical theme of  general urban develop-

-

-
tity formation” (p. 104) yet this (interesting) concept is not applied to the other 
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Ostjuden) with, sadly, little discussion of  the heterogeneity and histories 
of  the various groups. More fruitful and certainly more pertinent would have 

using the very urban categories of  confessional apathy, secularisation, political 

and developments. Instead, each community in each city at each period is 
described in terms of  their (discrete) struggles and reactions to the historio-

-

not, say, New York was used in the tri-city comparison. To confuse matters 

into the epilogue.

-

-

social and cultural tropes and trajectories of  a particular minority, the criteria 

should be outlined in contrast to other (or at least one other) coeval compet-

more mundane narrative social history – a minority report.

write something in a foreign language, a fact I am uncomfortably reminded 
of  each time I try to hammer out an email in the  of  my adopted 
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home. However, Harrassowitz publishing have done the author a grave injus-

at least one conspicuous grammatical mistake or numerous spelling mistakes. 

-
tuation, all too often leads to problems of  interpretation.

The many problems within the book are somewhat mitigated by a number 
of  sub-chapters which offer fascinating but all too brief  glimpses into the 

-

detailed works – a silver lining, however, this is not. Caveat emptor.

David Heywood-Jones, Berlin
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